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Account of a Cabinet Ts/teetiny 

Oofm Quincy Adams November j, l8z$ 


C abinet meeting at the Presidents from half-past one 
till four. Mr. Calhoun, Secretary of War, and Mr. 

Southard, Secretary of the Navy, present. The subject 
for consideration was, the confidential proposals of the British 
Secretary of State, George Canning, to R. Rush, and the 
correspondence between them relating to the projects of the Holy 
Alliance upon South America. There was much conversation, 
without coming to any definite point. The object of Canning 
appears to have been to obtain some public pledge from the 
Government of the United States, ostensibly against the forcible 
interference of the Holy Alliance between Spain and South 
America; but really or especially against the acquisition to the 
United States themselves of any part of the Spanish American 
possessions. 

Mr. Calhoun inclined to giving a discretionary power to Mr. 
Rush to join in a declaration against the interference of the Holy 
Allies, if necessary, even if it should pledge us not to take Cuba or 
the province of Texas; because the power of Great Britain being 
greater than ours to seize upon them, we should get the advantage 
of obtaining from her the same declaration we should make 
ourselves. 

I thought the cases not parallel. We have no intention of seizing 
either Texas or Cuba. But the inhabitants of either or both may 
exercise their primitive fights, and solicit a union with us. They will 
certainly do no such thing to Great Britain. By joining with her, 


therefore, in her proposed declaration, we give her a substantial and 
perhaps inconvenient pledge against ourselves, and really obtain 
nothing in return. Without entering now into the enquiry of the 
expediency of our annexing Texas or Cuba to our Union, we should 
at least keep ourselves free to act as emergencies may arise, and 
not tie ourselves down to any principle which might immediately 
afterwards be brought to bear against ourselves. 

Mr. Southard inclined much to the same opinion. 

The President was averse to any course which should have the 
appearance of taking a position subordinate to that of Great Britain. 

I remarked that the communications recently received from the 
Russian Minister, Baron Tuyl, afforded, as I thought, a very suitable 
and convenient opportunity for us to take our stand against the 
Holy Alliance, and at the same time to decline the overture of Great 
Britain. It would be more candid, as well as more dignified, to avow 
our principles explicitly to Russia and France, than to come in as a 
cock-boat in the wake of the British man-of-war. 

This idea was acquiesced in on all sides, and my draft for 
an answer to Baron Tuyl s note announcing the Emperor s 
determination to refuse receiving any Minister from the South 
American Governments was read. ■ 
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